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Mission Statement 
At Waugh Chapel Elementary, we strive to develop world class scholars and first class citizens 
who have the skills and attitudes to enable them to become compassionate, life-long learners, 
who will contribute positively to the future. 

 

Language Philosophy 

At WCES, all teachers are teachers of language and all students are language learners.  We 

believe in fostering the development of English, the various mother tongues represented, and 

French. Language is taught in context, through content, which allows students to improve their 

communication skills, while building critical thinking, social skills, and international mindedness.  

Exposure to a variety of language structures and patterns provides students with academic 

advantages, as well as deepens their cultural understanding and fosters respect for diverse 

others. 

 

Language of Instruction 

English is the primary language of instruction and is supported in grades PreK through 5 and in 

single-subject classes. Every educator supports the language of instruction by: 

 

• Fostering communication and social skills 

• Modeling effective communication for a variety of situations 

• Respecting and valuing diverse communication styles 

• Providing vocabulary instruction and development in content areas 

• Encouraging wide reading and language learning 

• Building a print-rich environment that is relevant and age appropriate 

• Integrating reading, writing, and sharing of ideas in content areas (formally, informally, 

process focused) 

• Providing a variety of media for reading, viewing, listening, and presenting 

 

Language B 

French is the additional language taught at WCES in grades PreK-5. A part time language 

technician provides weekly lessons to students. Teaching and Learning staff at WCES will 

support Language B by: 

 

• Striving to collaborate with the French technician to incorporate content from Units of 

inquiry into weekly language lessons and vice versa. 

• Utilizing familiar vocabulary in French in daily teacher speak 

• Making connections between language B and the language instruction and other 

languages 
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• Providing additional opportunities to expose students to the French language and its 

various countries and cultures 

• Providing media in French for reading, viewing, and listening 

• Utilizing Rosetta Stone language learning software, whenever possible, to further 

support additional language learning 

• Displaying signage in the language of instruction, Language B, and represented mother 

tongues (as desired) 

• Collaborating with other French classrooms and schools, French organizations within the 

local community, and French community members 

• Attending professional development to foster multilingualism in the regular classroom 

and integrate Language B into daily classroom practices. 

 

English Language Learners and Mother Tongues 

The majority of the students at Waugh Chapel come to school already speaking English, and 

many our families speak other languages in addition to English: Arabic, Bengali, Berber, 

Chinese, Ga, Gujarati, Hindi, Hungarian, Korean, Nepali, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Spanish, 

Tagalog, Tamil, Urdu, Vietnamese, Wolof, and Yoruba. Elevating the mother tongues of our 

students alongside our language of instruction will have the benefit of helping all students in 

developing a sense of identity, belonging, and self-esteem, as well as in acquisition of additional 

languages.  As faculty and staff, we believe as if demonstrating respect and appreciation for the 

various mother tongues also facilitates the development of the same respect and appreciation, 

as well as tolerance, in the rest of the students.  As of September 2018, less than one percent of 

the student population was made up of English Language Learners (ELL), all of which receive full 

services. However, we recognize that our community continues to grow and change given our 

location, which means ELL are likely to increase.   

 

Because we believe that it is necessary for student motivation and achievement, we foster full 

participation in our Primary Years Programme by all students, regardless of circumstance, by: 

 

• Providing a specialist educator to work directly with ELL in small groups for targeted ELL 

instruction weekly as well as within classroom co-teaching 

• Providing necessary accommodations and scaffolds to ensure ELL academic and social 

success 

• Fostering respect and appreciation for ELL, their mother tongues, and representative 

cultures by 

• Providing bilingual dictionaries, resources in multiple languages, and classroom libraries 

that represent various languages and cultures 
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• Using interpreters and translators as needed to ensure that all families have access to 

school information and events 

• Encouraging parental involvement in school and classroom events by, whenever 

possible, sending flyers, phone, and email communications in the mother tongue 

• Encouraging and displaying tolerance when students speak their mother tongue during 

informal class time or at recess 

• Allow students opportunities to express themselves in speaking, reading, and writing 

using their mother tongues or additional languages 

• Allows students opportunities to learn language from each other 

• Encouraging parents to continue speaking, reading, writing, with their children in their 

mother tongues and educate them regarding the benefits of doing so 

• Encouraging faculty and staff to speak their own mother tongues, learn additional 

languages, and participate in language classes as learners alongside the students 

• Seek and hire faculty that are multi-lingual 

• Providing opportunities for students to learn languages in addition to English and French 

(Language B) 
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Procedures for Assessing, Reporting and Providing Feedback on Language Development 

 

Language of Instruction: English 

• ACCESS – parents of students with limited English Proficiency receive notice of students’ 

performance on this assessment in the spring of each school year. 

• Fountas & Pinell Reading Level – all parents receive information regarding their 

students’ instructional and independent reading level.  

• District Report Card – teachers are required to inform parents regarding students’ 

performance in reading comprehension and written communication 

 

Language B: French 

• Currently there are no reporting systems in place.  The goal is to report to the school 

community in terms of weekly instruction through the school newsletter, and to provide 

a report as to performance in French twice a year. 

 


